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there had been abundant occasion to excel in ail that tended to

the efficiency of the great machines committed to their euntrul
and care.

The scope of the board's duty embraced the Atlantic and
Gulf coasts, and this fact            the selection of a temporary

home for the family of the officer assigned to this duty a matter
of considerable importance. The most imperative question to
be decided mainly related to his pocketbook, which, after all,
had the deciding influence.

New York City was chosen on account of its central location
and its multiplied systems of communication, which favored leav-
ing under quick orders. The advantage of its educational insti-
tutions also had some influence in the decision readied. Dur-
ing intervals when board duties did not require members to
assemble for the inspection work assigned as their specific work.
It was the custom of the secretary to utilize the services of mem-
bers for duty as members of courts of Inquiry, or of eourts-
martial, convened at or near the points chosen by the officers
for their temporary residences.

During the writer's service on this board, from March to
October, 1895, he was ordered as a member of the general court-
martial, assembled at the Navy-Yard, Brooklyn, with Rear
Admiral John G. Walker as president, and, on one other occa-
sion, as president of a court of Inquiry. In both instances the
officers under investigation were of high rank in the service
and were on important duty. Both were defended by able
counsel who conducted their clients' cases with infinite skill and
adroitness. One of these lawyers was the Hon. Joseph EL Choate,
the estimable and eminent Ambassador of the United States at
the present time to the Court of St. James.

The writer's preference during his active career was always
for service afloat, as it was held to be the best school in which
to keep touch with the life of his profession, the only place
where it was possible to keep abreast of the changes taking place
in the evolution of modern-day machines; the only arena where
the man and the machine could be brought to act as one; the
only place where the sea habit could be kept alive and the officer
habituated to the sea life. For ships are worth just as much
and not a whit more than the men who command them.e
